
 

Mrs. tath  

Primary Years Academy, Room 31 

Welcome to my classroom students and families! I’m excited to start this new school year with 
your child. You’ve made a great choice in choosing PYA as a foundational start for your child’s 
educational experience. 

The Teacher 
My name is Madeline Tath (rhymes with “math”). I am proud to say that I attended an 
International Baccalaureate junior high school and went through the IB program at Franklin High 
School.  For college, I graduated from the University of California, Davis double majoring in English 
and Communications. I earned my Teaching Credential and a Master of Education degree at 
Teachers College of San Joaquin. I have been teaching for twelve years now. I have a wonderful 
husband, a 7-year-old son, a 3-year-old daughter, and my sweet dog Maple. 
 
 
The IB Child 
Primary Years Academy is an International Baccalaureate School (IB for short). Our program 
uses an inquiry model of teaching and learning. Our students learn how to question and explore 
the world around them. They learn to research, learn intercultural understanding and respect, 
and learn the IB profile traits that help them become compassionate and lifelong learners. 

 

The Classroom Environment 
Classroom management and structure is the key to an optimal learning experience. Procedures, 
rules, and routines will be taught and practiced thoroughly. Students will be expected to follow 
and respect these. Positive reinforcement, praise, and celebrations will intrinsically motivate 
students to be good classroom citizens.  

All children come with their own unique personalities. Some are more outgoing than others, and 
some are more reserved and shy. Throughout the year, the students will grow and become 
better citizens as they strengthen their characters.  

If a child does not follow and respect school rules, procedures, or routines, they will be counseled 
and redirected. If the child’s behavior is hurting him/her self or others or creating an unsafe 
environment for the classroom they will be referred to the principal and maybe owe some 
recess time for self-reflection. I will write a paper or electronic note, email, talk in person, or call 
parents about the child’s behavior. The situation may also be documented using the school’s 
official discipline referral form. 



 
 
Materials for School Success 
Your child will need to bring a full size backpack to school each day. Please pack a set of extra 
uniform clothes in a zip lock bag. Make sure to label your child’s clothes. Bathroom accidents and 
spills do happen in Kindergarten.   
 

If possible, please provide headsets for computers. Many times the headsets provided in 
school are too big for the child or become easily defective. 
 
Your child may bring a water bottle to class. Make sure to label the bottle. I do give snacks 
to the children. PLEASE let me know about special dietary needs and food allergies.  
 

Snack donation is welcomed and appreciated throughout the year. Please NO NUT products in 
class as there are some children with severe NUT allergies in school. 
 
Pencils, crayons, glue, scissors, etc. will be provided for your child in the classroom. Do NOT let 
your child bring any school materials to the classroom. Instead, please provide these materials 
for homework time at home. Your child will be receiving weekly homework and assigned IB 
projects throughout the school year. Provide a pencil box/pouch with school materials (keep at 
home please) and a quiet place where your child can do homework.  

The Homework 
Homework will begin the week of August 12, 2019. Homework packets will be placed in Monday 
envelopes and families are to transfer homework packet into blue homework folders after 
signing Monday envelopes. Homework will include a reading log, math, handwriting, and reading 
homework will be based on the student’s reading level.  

IB Units of Inquiry: Your child will need to create and complete projects at home. Please look out 
for these assignments in each unit. You will be notified weeks in advance if a project is due. 

Please talk/email/Class Dojo message me if your child is not able to turn in an assignment on time. 
I understand “life” happens such as sicknesses, emergencies, busy evenings, or just personal 
reasons. I’m very flexible and open to understanding every situation where we can find a solution 
together.  

Teacher and Parent Communication 
“Monday Envelopes” will be sent home on the first day of the school week. You must sign and 
return the envelope the next day.  
 
Your child will also bring a blue folder home and back to school each day. If you have a note to 
give me, please place inside the folder. 
 
I will be using a computer application called “Class Dojo.” A separate sheet will be sent home 
explaining how to use the app. You may also email me at mtath@stocktonusd.net.  
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